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Perhaps	more	than	at	any	time	in	our	modern	era,	we	are	recognizing	the	moral	urgency	of	
the	spiritual	and	living	relationship	between	humanity,	Creation,	and	Creator.	Earth	Day	is	a	
time	to	claim	these	insights,	renew	relationships	and	act	on	commitments	to	care	for	God’s	
world.		
	
The	COVID-19	pandemic	has	further	revealed	many	of	the	inequities	and	systemic	barriers	
in	Canada	and	around	the	world.	Stay-at-home	orders	and	lockdowns	to	control	the	spread	
of	COVID-19	have	also	resulted	in	an	initial	reduction	of	carbon	emissions	in	many	
jurisdictions	around	the	world.	For	a	little	while,	air	quality	improved,	urban	wildlife	
flourished,	and	creation	was	offered	a	brief	respite.	Unfortunately,	even	with	these	
reductions,	the	accumulated	carbon	in	our	atmosphere	continues	to	grow1.	Truly	
addressing	the	climate	crisis	and	keeping	global	temperature	increases	below	1.5˚	Celsius,	
as	called	for	in	the	Paris	agreements,	requires	us	to	make	significant	commitments	at	all	
levels	to	continue	to	reduce	our	carbon	output	and	mitigate	the	devastating	impacts	of	
climate	change.		
	
In	partnership	with	other	churches	and	faith-based	organizations,	our	churches	are	part	of	
the	For	the	Love	of	Creation	initiative	(www.fortheloveofcreation.ca)	that	provides	
resources	for	Canada-wide	education,	reflection,	action	and	advocacy	for	climate	justice.	
The	ongoing	2021	campaign	invites	individuals	to	make	personal	commitments	to	reduce	
household	greenhouse	gas	emissions	and	to	call	on	the	Government	of	Canada	to	pursue	
policies	which	enable	Canada	to	live	up	to	its	global	climate	commitments.	The	personal	
pledge	provides	27	ideas	for	next	steps	and	room	to	name	your	own	goals.	The	advocacy	
section	provides	templates	for	addressing	just	transition,	rights	of	Indigenous	peoples	and	
climate	change	adaption	in	the	Global	South.		
	
We	believe	this	campaign	is	living	out	the	values	of	protecting	God’s	creation,	working	
towards	right	relations	between	Indigenous	and	non-Indigenous	peoples,	and	upholding	the	
dignity	of	all	people.	We	invite	you	to	participate.	We	also	encourage	you	to	be	in	
meaningful	and	discerning	conversations	as	you	meet	locally	as	parishes,	congregations,	
faith	communities,	ministries	and	collegial	clusters.	What	next	steps	might	you	take	
together?		
	

	
1	https://library.wmo.int/doc_num.php?explnum_id=10437	

September 7, 2021

On September 20, Canadians will vote in a federal election, electing Members of Parliament who 
will help shape the life of our country for the next four years. We give thanks for each candidate 
and their willingness to offer their vision, gifts and service for consideration for leadership in 
public life.

Over the last two years, many events have pushed for deeper reflection on the kind of Canada we 
desire. 

Finding the remains of more than 1,300 Indigenous children who were buried in unmarked 
graves at the sites of several former residential schools is traumatic, heart-wrenching and 
profound. Many more sites have yet to be investigated. The call for healing, reconciliation and 
renewed relationships among Indigenous and non-Indigenous Peoples is a fundamental element 
of work for social and ecological justice in the Canadian context today. 

The murder of George Floyd in particular, along with many other incidents in Canada and 
beyond, have called attention to anti-Black racism and other expressions of systemic racism. In 
March 2020, the Anglican Church of Canada’s Council of General Synod and the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in Canada’s National Church Council participated together in a session of anti-
racism training. This was one step on a multi-faceted journey of working to dismantle racism and 
to promote diversity, equity and inclusion in all areas of life. 

The recent report of the United Nations Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC)  
highlights the need to address the climate crisis. This election takes place during the Season of 
Creation, when we are invited to reflect on our relationships with Creation and our impact on 
our shared home. Indigenous wisdom and relationships with the land need to inform individual, 
community and societal choices for healthy relationship with the Earth.

Human trafficking affects millions of people around the world. Children, women, and men 
are being trafficked across Canada. Certain groups are particularly vulnerable to exploitation. 
Through a joint National Youth Project, Anglican and Lutheran youth have committed to being 
be agents of change in their own lives and community.  

Over the last two years, our churches have also spoken together for global access to vaccines, 
affordable housing, Guaranteed Basic Income, justice in Palestine and Israel, human rights in 
the Philippines, and the dignity of human beings of all sexual orientations, gender identities and 
gender expressions.  

Several of our partners are publishing election resources and we commend them to you for 
prayer and reflection: The Canadian Council of Churches, KAIROS Canada, Citizens for Public 
Justice, Vote Housing, and Basic Income Now. 

https://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar6/wg1/
https://seasonofcreation.org/
https://seasonofcreation.org/
https://claygathering.ca/nyp/
https://www.councilofchurches.ca/
https://www.kairoscanada.org/135735-2
https://cpj.ca/2021-federal-election/
https://cpj.ca/2021-federal-election/
https://www.votehousing.ca/
https://www.basicincomenow.ca/


What kind of a Canada do you desire? How is that desire rooted in your spiritual convictions 
as a follower of the way of Jesus Christ? Let’s talk about that in our churches, discuss it with 
candidates in our ridings, pray about it in the deep longing of our hearts, bear witness to it in our 
public discourse, and seal it with a vote that thoughtfully considers what will make our country a 
good place for all, and therefore a good place for each of us.

Let us pray together: 
Creator, we give you thanks for all you are and all you bring to us for our visit within 
your creation. In Jesus, you place the Gospel in the centre of this Sacred Circle 
through which all of creation is related. You show us the way to live a generous and 
compassionate life. Give us your strength to live together with respect and commitment 
as we grow in your Spirit, for you are God, now and forever. Amen.
(The Gathering Prayer, Gospel Based Discipleship)

Yours in Christ,

The Most Reverend Linda Nicholls
Archbishop and Primate, Anglican Church of 

Canada

The Rev. Susan Johnson
National Bishop, Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in Canada

Addressing	the	climate	crisis	requires	commitment	and	action	from	each	of	us.	We	give	
thanks	for	the	ways	that	you	carry	love	of	creation	and	the	needs	of	the	earth	into	your	
worship,	prayer,	and	study	of	scripture.	Together	we	have	the	power	to	effect	the	real	
change	necessary	to	preserve	a	future	for	generations	to	come.	
	
As	we	undertake	this	reflection	and	commitment,	let	us	pray:	
	

God	of	Love,	let	there	be	greening.	Renew	our	commitment,	call	us	to	life	and	send	us	to	
act	for	the	love	of	creation	and	for	the	healing	of	the	Earth;	through	Jesus	Christ,	our	
Lord.	Amen.			

	
Yours	in	Christ,	
	

	
The	Rev.	Susan	Johnson	
National	Bishop,	Evangelical	Lutheran	Church	in	Canada	
	

	
The	Most	Reverend	Linda	Nicholls	
Archbishop	and	Primate,	Anglican	Church	of	Canada	
	

	
The	Most	Rev.	Mark	MacDonald	
National	Indigenous	Anglican	Archbishop,	Anglican	Church	of	Canada	
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The Most Rev. Mark MacDonald
National Indigenous Anglican Archbishop, Anglican Church of Canada
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https://www.anglican.ca/im/introgbd/

